CLIFF COLLEGE INTERNATIONAL TRAINING CENTRE (CCITC) PROGRAMME
IN PARTNERSHIP WITH THE METHODIST CHURCH NIGERIA (MCN)
REPORT ON THIRD ‘RESIDENTIAL’ (24" June-16" July 2011)

As we move into our X0and quite possibly our final year of pioneering and perfecting this highly effective
programme of training in partnership with overseas churches we have several more firsts to report.

For the first time most of the travelling team of visiting lecturers gathered at Cliff College, sorted
loads and piled into Tony NemethOs Odoor2destination® Chauffer driven luxury, seven seat Mercedes
Viano mini-bus. TonyOs efficient service in both directions meant that we journeyed together more cheay
and with much less hassle than when carrying the airlineOs generous luggage allowance of 60 kilos
passenger in addition to our hand-luggage by train and through a network of London Underground obstac
to Heathrow Airport. As usual the coordinator tried to persuade each member of the team to restr
themselves to one suitcase of 30 kilos which included their lecture notes for 180 trainees and staff. T
meant that before we left Cliff College we were able to fill the trailer accompanying the mini-bus with ou
optimum luggage allowance and include books for libraries and friends in Nigeria; with enough copies of :
excellent new work-book on: Exploring Theological English, for our trainees and partner college lecturers
Nigeria. At least we didnOt have to haul a OTrek Cart® manually like those of an earlier generation at
College. After a little juggling of weight allowances (luggage, not people!) when we met up with Keith
Phillips, coming from the south, at Heathrow Airport, we joined the overnight flight with Arik Air, the
modern and efficient Nigerian based-airline to arrive in Lagos early in the morning on Satufdhyn&5

Our Saturday arrival in Nigeria meant .
A that the whole team could be together :ﬁﬁ
g ® Sagamu for the MCN Awards ceremony o

"% the Sunday, at a glorious celebratior

.* service where (Dame) Janet McCall an*
(Sir) Keith Phillips our core tean| ¢
administrator along with other MC
awardees were honoured by the Metho
Church Nigeria for a life-time of service to
the church world-wide. (See Jan 2011 report for details-a OlongO video is available!). This event more
made up for some of us having to miss out on the annual graduation ceremony at Cliff College which did
take place until the following Wednesday.

Unexpectedly, but with encouragement from the leaders of MCN
present: the Prelate, His Eminence, Dr Sunday Ola Makinde, the
Secretary of Conference, Bishop Chibuzo R Opoko, and the
Bishop of Remo, Babatunde Taiwo, the awards service provided an
opportunity for local fund-raising in relation to the proposed
Mellor Memorial Methodist Centre.
The designated fund-raiser, a for
Lay President might well ha
" embarrassed a British congregation
his direct and very personal approa
but in this context he and the giving was applauded as the total raised
and pledges at this one event added up to the Naira equivalent of £
This is almost half the target figure for the completion of the whole prq
The roofing will soon be completed and funds are in hand for moving fo
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with this exciting projectWe will leave that figure of £18,000 raised locally to make its own appetd
interested parties in the UK who may be willing to make donations through Cliff College or raise funds he
for this worthy tribute to a much loved and respected former missionary in Nigeria, Rev William F Mello
(1892-1977). The separate OResearch UnitO, housing the Bolaji Idowu (1913-93) books and other res:
materials in the main MTI library complex has already been completed and is being furnished with the he
of donations.

THE JULY 2011 ORESIDENTIALSO AT UMUAHIA AND SAGAMU MTIOS

After the OHighO of the Awards Ceremony in Sagamu on the Sunday, we might have anticipated the t
OLowO prompted by poor attendance on registration day as the visiting team separated to continue wit
regular programme in the two centres. Early on Monday morning the Jackson group travelled via Lagos ¢
: the airport at Owerri to Umuahia MTI whilst the McCall group continued with the
prepared timetable in Sagamu.
In the event, earlier notice given biye National Coordinator of MCN, Very Rev
Paul Olukunga, and his new, but very able assistant Bukol&llowed by personal
g letters from the Prelate to Archbishops and Bishops meant that many more of th
- students at both Umuahia and Sagamu MTIOs turned up in time for us to begin tt
! programme proper on the Tuesday morning at both centres. Inevitably with such
" programme in a proper ONigerian Rainy SeasonO there were some comings and go
and adjustments to be made in the light of local circumstances, but with 81 trainees continuing at Umua
and 70 at Sagamu any feeling of anti-climax after the awards ceremony was soon caught up into the fr
enthusiasm of meeting up again with trainees, local staff and supportive leaders in the local churches
centres. The fact that some members of the visiting team used in both centres were Nigerians and other:
strangers to those involved with us generates a unique sense of community in which we learn from e
other. Once again the subjects being taught whilst focusing on mission as part of the programme can ¢
only a hint of the fun and fellowship that is enjoyed rather than endured within the kind of interaction takin
place throughout the programme, but particularly during the residential weeks with |nsp|rat|onal visits frol
the Bishop of Evangelism and local leaders, clergy and lay.

on subjects like New Testament Mission and Theological English arb
Communication respectively provide not only intellectual stimulation, but \l
lively spiritual inspiration from a couple who preach what they practise. Many M
are still a little concerned that the tall Malcolm in his enthusiasm for preaching will

one day lose a flailing hand to the cutting edge of a lowered ceiling fan!!!

His team was supported by another of our MCN-MA students currently studying at Cliff Coiegdrev

John Eze from Port Harcourt. The experience gained by (even taller than Malcolm-but few flailing arms!’
Rev Dr Peter Ensor of Cliff College in many parts of Africa feeds into Church Growth in Mission
through Roger BowenOs, OSo | Send YouO and dovetails well into the (His)story of western missionaries
their pioneering African counterparts involvementAiftican Church History as presented by Rev Dr
Kehinde Olabimtan (a Nigerian Baptist protZgZe of Prof Andrew Walls) working in Lagos.

Those who knowRev Dr Malcolm & Janet McCall will recognise that Iecturesh’f.‘i -

Regular lecture(Sir) Peter WorrellOs role this time was to share thinking on

the theme of Adult Learning.As a Local Preacher and violinist extraordinaire
Peter is the epitome of his subject, always learning, but enthusing others witt
his unique contribution and in the process recruiting a legion of volunteers who
@ want to learn to play his 200 year old (second!) violin in one week!

The International CoordinatorOs lectures on Mission and Ministry
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challenge much of the traditional mode of learned ministry and (ad)ministration that is more likely to contre
the thinking and activities of the church than convert through mission. Interesting, how it is alw@gs¢he
above us@ho is responsible for our failure to change as a church. In MCN, as in many traditional churche
the ordinary Member blames the Evangelist; the Evangelist blames the Priest; the Priest-the Presbyter;
Presbyter-the Bishop; the Bishop-the Archbishop; which means that there is no one left for the Prelate (
leader of the church to blame) except Othe one aboveO -God! A participatory game of OFollow My Lez
concluded the lessons learned in the lecture series on leadership with a very fit, Usman Habib in the
leaving most of the trainees puffing and panting in his wake. This ageing leader sat back, and took so
photographs whilst praying for responsible but risk-taking leaders at all levels of church life.

An even greater challenge was identified by the participants in respondiRevte
Steve Emery-WrightOs humour and reflections on Contemporary Youth MISSIOI ""
From his own research done in many parts of the world and parallel research % 7~
was undertaking with young people (much of it seemingly undertaken introc®
the Umuahia RectorOs young family for the first time to the adjacent hot :

~*"{"
whilst he was in Nigeria, Steve was able to bring into focus many issues (not all 0
them relating to young people) that the main-line churches in Africa will need to address if their appeal
not to be lost on the increasingly internationalised generation of the communications-aware young
generation.

Regular readers of these newsletters will know that one of the OAppliedO characteristics of this
programme has been developed through involving all of our trainees in what are increasingly being
termed, ONew Generation® (NGC) rather than simply OPentecostal® Churches every Sunday for
worship during the programme. This has provided trainees with the opportunity to be present at non-
Methodist services and in their Worship & Preaching PortfolioOs to reflect together upon aspects of th
growth that might contribute to changes being made within Nigerian Methodism as it repositions itself as
church committed to evangelism, mission and growth. Without exception the NGCOs, with exotic soundi
names, that we have attended over the past five years with our different groups of trainees have welcome
and been generous in their hospitality even when we must have seemed like an invading army of Metho
Inspectors of their Sunday Worship styles.

As our response to a request from NGC Pastors we arranged another first when we invited our Suni
Worship NGC hosts to join us at a Saturday OOpen DayO in both centres. We were pleased to have with
our visiting team (for the second timgsman Habib a lively and prayerful
4 NGC Pastor from Nigeria who is studying for his PhD at Cliff College. As
AR # well as helping change perceptions among Methodists through his leading
Ay i‘*u»‘ of worship, counselling individual trainees and his lectures on the New
_ + Generation Churches and Mission,he followed up contacts made with the
College Chaplains/Registrars to issue a personal invitation to the NGC Pastor
concerned. Usman led the inspiring worship and lectured along with others a
‘ - "N ¥ both of the Open Days in Umuahia and Sagamu. He has produced a full repol
© = S which is available on request, but in the limited space available here we use hi
words to sum up the overwhelmingly positive response to the:
First New Generation Church Pastors Open Day at both Centres:

The summary of their comments was that - in all the |
fellowship was unique, first of its kind, and a dream come |
true. In particular, one of them said, “What our |
grandparents could not achieve or be able to do in their |
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lifetime by bringing the mainstream Church ministers’ and Pentecostal ministers’ together” he
has witnessed in his own life time. They were overwhelmed by the gift of the African Bible
Commentary and the Holy Spirit books, and expressed their thanks for the gesture.

Hopefully, this Ofirst® will not be the OlastO as the NGC Pastors and the College Staff at both Centres m
the OfriendshipO links established and offer more open events for training and fellowship.

Once again we express our thanks to our own hosts and now friends in the
Methodist Church Nigeria who in countless different ways make it possible
for this programme to achieve all that it has achieved in the past five years
& of working together in Nigeria. The leaders of MCN have led the way in
~ personally welcoming the group(s) despite busy schedules of their own but
they have been followed in this by Rectors, College Lecturers and their
families who have not only offered hospitality, but fitted into flexible
timetables whilst we are there and provided supervision, marking and
guidance for the trainees when we have moved on.

Less obvious are the very important people (VIPOs-working behind the scenes), lightly rewarded clear
and cooks who provide food for the trainees on time with a smile on their faces+* :

when the trainees donOt arrive!). The commitment that everyone gives to this ac
college activity during their vacation time is invaluable when coping with adaptatior
additions like the NGC Open Days as part of an already hectic programme. Af
there are so many sponsors and supporters that it would be invidious to hame™faitic

Individuals, spouses-horrid word for loving partners!, friends, colleagues, organisations and churches
practical and prayerful ways make sacrifices so that the different teams who travel for each residential
supported during the busy time of preparation and blessed by telephone calls, emails, texts and
encouragement given. Thank you to all who are in any way associated with us as friends of this prl)gramrr

As for future plans about which we wrote at length in January,nteresting information has been shared
by some of the people who knew the MellorOs in Nigeria. More photographs have been taken of proje
buildings, and medical centres begun by Rev W F Mellor. As indicated earlier further progress is beit
made with the building of the Mellor Memorial Methodist Centre At Sagamu MTI, but we are still trying to
track down any family links with forbears in the Stoke-on-Trent area where Mellor was born (13/03/1892) «
any obituary that might have been published in the UK or Nigeria where he died (7/02/1977).

We have begun to put together a list of Methodist Church Nigeria Friends (MCNF)argely, but not
exclusively former missionaries in Nigeria. Rev Gilbert Hall (01697-742885) will be glad to receive
additional names for that list. The leader of MCN, His Eminence Ola Makinde is hoping that we ca
organise a reunion sometime next year which he and possibly other friends may be able to attend.

WORLD METHODISM, METHODIST CHURCH NIGERIAAND CLIFF COLLEGE ITC

Many of us will be praying for Methodists from around the world who will be meeting in
| South Africa for the World Methodist Conference during August. MCN will be well
represented as dedicated mission partner and friend, Ros Colwill receives her Methodist Pec
Award. Other friends of the CCITC will be sharing in a personal way about the work that we
have been doing over the past 10 years with partner churches in Sierra Leone, Cuba, &
Nigeria. Though we have received little encouragement from the Conference Organisers to |
represented, we know that CCITC will be present in and through the large number of peop

4




attending that Conference who have been impacted in some way by the pioneering work of ODoing Trair
ThereQ in a practical partnership with churches overseas.

These are uncertain days economically for the church as well as for g
as a whole and the future of the CCITC programme beyond Augus
remains unclear. Many people both here and overseas are committeg
continuation and even its expansion as a provéhChntury partnershi
model for sharing in training for mission in the world-wide church. W
many avenues for funding an International Coordinator, at least hal
as part of a settled secretariat (to supersede the DadOs army loo
unpaid Ocore teamO who pioneered the programme) are being expl
will value your prayers for a positive outcome. The future of
economically viable concept which provides so many Oadded-value
benefitsO in terms of world church relations needs the support of those who value the concept if it is
continue making its unique contribution to the mission of our partner churches throughout the world. As v
reminded people in January, articles, regular reports, evaluations and DVDOs provided since 2002 are fu
testimonies to the positive impact made on everyone associated this kind of programme. They will be me
available to you on request.

Richard Jackson (Rev) International Coordinator CCITC
Home/Office 2, Almond Drive, and at Cliff College, Calver,

Sale, Cheshire, M33 5QZ Hope Valley, Derbyshire S32 3XG
+44 (0) 161-718-2548 +44 (0) 1246-584-200

Email rev.rj@ntlworld.com rjackson@cliffcollege.ac.uk
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