CLIFF COLLEGE INTERNATIONAL TRAINING CENTRE (CCITC) PROGRAMME

IN PARTNERSHIP WITH METHODIST CHURCH NIGERIA (MCN)

REPORT ON SECOND ‘RESIDENTIAL’ (4th-20th January 2011)
INTRODUCTION

Following the success of earlier two-year programmes in Nigeria with Evangelists, Deaconesses and Presbyters (2006-8; 2008-10;) many key leaders were enrolled by their diocese for the 2010-12 training programme. Since our last visit in July two more of our trainees and one of our partner Rectors (Umuahia MTI) had been designated as Bishops of the MCN. The Leader (not the Head, as he explains, in re-defining the Prelate’s role) of MCN, His Eminence, Rev Dr Ola S. Makinde; made it clear that those people (including the newly appointed Director of Administration at Conference Office) who have begun would be expected to complete the two-year programme.

THE JANUARY 2011 ‘RESIDENTIALS’ AT UMUAHIA AND SAGAMU MTI’S

The MCN-directed arrangements meant that for our January ‘Residential’ we had 84 trainees of the 89 registered in July in residence at Umuahia and 73 trainees, the same number as registered originally at Sagamu making a total of 157 in all. The visiting team of ‘regular’ facilitators included:
Rev Richard Jackson MA BD 
International Coordinator of CCITC Methodist Minister and former PG Tutor at Cliff College 

Rev Dr Stephen Skuce BD, MPhil, MEd 
Irish Methodist Minister, Cliff College Academic Dean & Director CCITC
Mr Keith Phillips CQSW, Cert Ed

Anglican, former VSO in Sierra Leone and Social Worker with Child Care expertise

Rev Cameron Kirkwood MA (CNAA) 
Methodist Supt. Minister, Brixton Circuit, London, Community Development & Fresh Expressions

Rev Dr Jen Smith BA MPhil
Methodist Minister & lecturer in Wesleyan Holiness & Mission, Politics and Religion

Rev Dr Heather Morris BSc BD
Methodist Minister/Director of Ministry, Edgehill
            (born-Kingston)
Theological College, Belfast Mission & Pastoral Care
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The visiting team were again partnered by members of the Nigerian staff teams at the Sagamu & Umuahia Methodist Training Institutions (MTI’s). The visiting lecturers for January were asked to link the mission of the church to community development and social responsibility; also to respond to the religious and political tensions found in Nigeria. Rev Dr Heather Morris, was returning to her birthplace in Umuahia. Both her grandfather, the Rev Paul Kingston, who translated the ‘Ogoni’ Bible and her father Rev Paul Kingston (past President of the Methodist Church in Ireland) served in Nigeria. Heather provided the foundation by expounding and expanding the ‘Pastoral Role of the Church. Rev Dr Stephen Skuce challenged pre-conceptions as those present as they; ‘Encountered Other Religions’ in a learning context. Rev Cameron Kirkwood, the minister of a community church in London that numbers many Nigerians in the congregation prompted discussions on the role of the church in community life. These thought-provoking presentations coalesced as Rev Dr Jen Smith challenged participants to ground Wesleyan Holiness in the African Social Context. The cross fertilisation and interaction between topics meant that discussions became livelier (and noisier) as enlightened trainees focused on an appropriate Christian response to the very real questions surrounding the impending elections in Nigeria. The conversations about issues raised went way beyond the lecture rooms and all fed into the January residential focus of developing the church’s understanding of ‘mission’ in the Nigerian context.
BOOKS AND OTHER MATERIALS 

Visiting lecturers are encouraged to provide full notes (in booklet form) for trainees which are then incorporated into their own substantial training manual. Much preparatory work had been done by the National Coordinator and College Rectors as we have worked towards the local sourcing of books at reasonable prices. Logistically, both here and in Sierra Leone, it has proved difficult to have the large number of books required, delivered on time. Once again the SPCK International Study Guides sourced locally in Nigeria through Onitsha were fewer than ordered, though the Langham Literature delivery this time from Carlisle through Manchester Airport organised by Luke Lewis and the team there worked well. 
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We are grateful to all of our regular discounting Book Sponsors: in particular Langham Literature; How To Books; and SPCK but we acknowledge too MMS(Ireland) and other donors for the grants provided, with which we purchase these books and build up college libraries. For those of us who are there to distribute, and I hope for all our sponsors, the smiles on the faces of these recipients and the knowledge that they will continue to be used in our partner churches overseas by people who care about the community as well as the church will be an encouragement to all donors.

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS 
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To quote from a recent official letter of appreciation from the Secretary of Conference (SOC), Bishop Chibuzo R Opoko: “I write on behalf of his Eminence, Dr S Ola Makinde, GPJ, CON,, Prelate Methodist Church Nigeria and the Methodist people in Nigeria to express profound gratitude to you and other members of the Cliff College team for your deep commitment and passion for capacity development of Methodist Church Nigeria ministers. The impact of the Cliff College programme on the life of the Methodist Church Nigeria cannot be over-emphasised.” In response our thanks must go to our MCN partners and good friends: the Prelate, the SOC; The Bishop of Evangelism, Rt. Rev Dr. Sunday Onuoha; the new Rectors and staff of the Colleges; and for the hospitality/travel arrangements made by the ever-efficient Protocol Officer, Very Rev Agunbiade Busuyi; and the joy-full National Coordinator, Very Rev Paul Olukunga, who gives written testimony about an evangelist, a former student who, “In his college graduation stole, mounted the pulpit, and gave a wonderful sermon on the theme of ‘Restoration’. I could not believe that the programme can make such a great impact on Methodist Church Nigeria preachers until I witnessed it.” We too are thrilled to see MCN goals being realised as new churches are being planted, local church training given and community projects being started by those who have been trained and resourced through this programme.

As in July 2010, what seemed like a minor cause for concern about visas developed for many of us into another, time-consuming, energy-sapping crisis in the weeks leading up to Christmas. Administrative changes at the Nigerian High Commission in London and with the authorities in Abuja meant that they wanted to issue the visiting unpaid lecturing/facilitators ‘single entry work visas’ at a cost of £300 for each visa rather than the usual £90. The leaders of MCN took time out of busy schedules trying to resolve the crisis but, despite representation being made in Nigeria and our best efforts in London it became clear that if the programme was to proceed on time in partnership with the lecturers and trainees at the two MCN colleges in Umuahia and Sagamu we would have to pay what was being asked and make further representation whilst in Nigeria. On the plus side, our flights from London to Lagos booked for Tuesday, 4th January went without a hitch. For the first time we flew internationally with the Nigerian based airline, Arik Air (the cheapest flights!), and were impressed with of their service (particularly leg-room; stand-up bar area; magazine and 60 kilos baggage allowance in two suitcases). Some of our travelling team found the increased baggage allowance a mixed blessing because it allowed the coordinator to add a significant number of books etc to the weight that they were carrying already!

PLANS FOR THE FUTURE 
Much of what follows in this report is shared as growing out of that relationship of mutual respect and caring concern about the team and its activities. Though it may be read and understood in that light MCN is moving forward in such a way that a separate report could be produced about their own initiatives as they have supported the CCITC programme, helped fund and train church leaders/ministers from other parts of Africa; built on their own re-focusing of the church in relation to evangelism (backed by a revised, simplified constitution with a proper focus on their agreed priorities and highlighted in the photographic record of the ‘Journey so Far’); supported church growth initiatives in planting churches and special evangelistic events; and begun to realise their potential as one of the leading Methodist Churches in Africa. Their initiative in proposing a visit of MCN leaders to Methodist Churches in Britain and Ireland post-Easter 2013, was inspired by a CCITC/WCR funded 2009 ‘Episcopal Consultation’ in Lagos, but it is also a clear sign of a growing maturity. Such a visit (properly prepared and utilised) could be a completely new cross-cultural learning experience for many Methodists in the ‘Mother Church’ as well as well beneficial to our visitors. Methodism in our partner churches overseas may be different, but Wesleyan faith, spontaneity, innovation and pragmatism may yet prove to be their liberating gift to us. 

MCN WESLEY AWARDS The MCN Conference, on the recommendation of the leadership of the church acknowledges the notable contribution of its lay-people (not the ordained ministry or their partners) at an awards ceremony usually associated with the Wesley name. (Sir) Peter Grubb (Nigeria Health Care Project) led the way for personnel from overseas as a Knight of John Wesley some years ago. This was followed by the (posthumous) award to Mary Archer Champness and to our own (musical) Knight of Charles Wesley, (Sir) Peter Worrell, at a ceremony in Abuja reported on in 2009. We were pleased to learn that once again the MCN Conference has acknowledged the work of lay-members of the CCITC team. The ‘Anglican’ administrator/logistics/tackle anything, Keith Phillips, is to become a Knight of John Wesley, and Mrs Janet McCall (English Communication and now ‘Mama’ to many throughout Nigeria) is to receive the Susanna Wesley Award at a ceremony to be held in the Rev Mellor Methodist Cathedral, Sagamu (the seat of our good friend the Right Rev Babatunde Taiwo, the Bishop of Remo who provides accommodation for the whole of the visiting team) on Sunday 26th June 2011.
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The ‘MELLOR MEMORIAL METHODIST CENTRE’ is a ‘concept’ now approved by the Prelate and the leadership of MCN with which we are pleased to be associated. As far as we are aware Chief Revd William Frederick Mellor, born in Stoke on Trent on March 13 1892, has no family ties with the (more familiar to Cliff College readers), Rev Dr Howard Mellor our former Principal. Revd W F Mellor was ordained at Wesley’s Chapel, London in 1921 and set sail for Lagos in that same year. As a dynamic and forward-thinking missionary of his generation, Mellor is a much revered, particularly in the Sagamu area of Nigeria. The mausoleum on the Sagamu MTI campus houses the final resting place of his wife, Cecilia (20th September 1956) and Rev W F Mellor (7th February 1977).

The ‘concept’ of a ‘Memorial Centre’ will be written up in detail with an appeal for funding but in embryo it translates the historic ‘missionary significance and schools development’ associated with the name of Mellor into a far-sighted vision of a multi-purpose College Chapel/Lecture Hall, Youth and Community Centre for the Sagamu MTI Campus, Schools and Neighbourhood. As the building already begun is roofed we trust that it will generate further donations of up to £30,000 at home and overseas towards its completion. Coincidentally (or God-incidentally), along with the published primary research on Mellor and Remoland written up by Chief Olu Ayodole, the family of Bolaji Idowu (1913-93) (Former leader of MCN and author of ‘Towards an Indigenous Church’) have entrusted some of his books to Sagamu MTI’s library. Arrangements are being made to house them securely in an air-conditioned environment suitable for research.

FRIENDS OF THE METHODIST CHURCH NIGERIA The church in the UK has responded to the pastoral needs of those from other countries now living in our larger cities partly by appointing Chaplains funded through our mission budget. Some countries like Sierra Leone have benefited from the interest and support of another ad-hoc network made up largely of former mission partners who have served in that country. Unfortunately, no such network has nourished the many one-to-one relationships and contacts made between the friends who have served with the Methodist Church in Nigeria. We have been asked by the leaders of MCN to share in rectifying that situation by exploring the possibility of hosting an inaugural meeting of such an association in the UK which would bring together such friends on a date(s) when the some leaders of MCN could be in attendance to share ‘Fellowship’ and respond to the interest being expressed by a number of former mission partners. During a fortuitous meeting overnight in Lagos between the new Coordinator of the UK sponsored, Nigeria Health Care Project, Dr David Cundall and the CCITC Coordinator, Rev Richard Jackson, we were reminded (despite Jen Smith & Ros Colwill’s association with both programmes) of how much was being done and how little was being shared between the ‘friends of MCN’. As requested by the Prelate and after consultation with others we will be inviting interested parties/persons to share in exploring possibilities. We will be pleased to add to our list of contacts anyone who would like to be part of such a ‘Friends of MCN’ network and will make contact during the next few weeks.
WORLD METHODISM, METHODIST CHURCH NIGERIA AND CLIFF COLLEGE ITC

Methodists from around the world will meet in South Africa for the World Methodist Conference during August this year. MCN, as a large and growing church will be well represented. Our hope is that CCITC will be present too not only physically in the WMC Exhibition Hall in Durban, but also in and through the large number of people attending that Conference who have been impacted in some way by the pioneering work of ‘Doing Training There’ in a practical partnership with churches overseas. Revd Dr Martyn Atkins, now General Secretary of the British Methodist Conference and one of the key-note speakers in Durban, was the first (encourager!) Director of the Programme when it began in 2001. Revd Thomas Kemper (then General Secretary of the UMC in Germany-now General Secretary of the UMC Board of Global Ministries in the USA) wrote up the concept in their 2002 Yearbook as they provided resources and scholars for the pilot project in Sierra Leone. Many other people with key roles here and overseas in ‘World Church Relations’ have responded, bought into the programme in practical ways and helped bring the vision to fruition, but funding for the longer-term future of this and similar partnership programmes is uncertain.  Articles, regular reports, evaluations and DVD’s provided since 2002 are full of testimonies to the positive impact made on everyone associated with or involved in this kind of programme (available on request). 

CONCLUSION Much more could be written (Jn.21.25-would it be read?). Please forgive my ‘pioneer’s’ appeal for the future of what has sometimes been seen as a personal or Cliff College programme, rather than as a visionary response to a training/resourcing need. In a recent submission seeking recognition for the ‘concept’ and longer-term funding I wrote: 
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“Personally, I cannot doubt that God’s direction was given to me as I returned from the 2001 Conference in conflict-devastated Sierra Leone and jotted down on a ‘sick-bag’ the outline of what has grown into the Cliff College International Training Centre. Nor can I doubt the direction given to countless people, named and un-named, who have helped us in so many ways to realise this vision and become a blessing to everyone involved both in the UK and in the countries where we have shared in training leaders.”

This economically viable and proven concept which provides so many ‘added-value benefits’ needs your support if it is to become a better-known option for further training, and continue making its unique contribution to our relationship with, and the mission of, our partner churches throughout the world. 

Richard Jackson (Rev) 




International Coordinator CCITC

Home/Office 2, Almond Drive,

and at 

Cliff College, Calver,

Sale, Cheshire, M33 5QZ




Hope Valley, Derbyshire S32 3XG

+44 (0) 161-718-2548





+44 (0) 1246-584-200

Email rev.rj@ntlworld.com




r.jackson@cliffcollege.ac.uk
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